Barrie driving school -
 offers high-tech road test

Simulator can
duplicate all

l‘ kinds of weather
| Y MICHELE HENRY &

Whan hls tire blew, Joe Rubloo
gripped the stearing wheol tightly
and swervod acroas two lanes of
teaffe, After recovering, he kit an-
other obstacle - o pateh of fog
Blocked his viow of the road sl
Hublne nearly slammed Into a
whoppid eor

The Instrictor for DriveWiss, o
now driver training school
lnunehed In Barrio vestorday, nor
rowly mvoddod baing serbously hurt,

He dossn't owa it to his expertise
as o driver, Rublno waan't sctually
in o ear In fact, he was sitbing i
doars In o deiving simulator - the
fiewt of 1t's kind 1o Cannds used for
driyer iralning.

“The same technology that's in
this maching is used In fLight simu-
Intors,™ sald Rubing, from the plash
driver's seat, "It cun do almost any-
thing o enr enn do amd we con simis
Iate sy keind of mesmario; bluck joe,
rain, aecldents, even potholes,

Losley de Repentigny, prosident of
DriveWis, sald the 100,000 mobile
maching {5an unparallelsd toal for
tenching safe, defensive driving,
and is the beat preparntion for be-
Ing behind the moal wheel,

Blve said that in the United States,
training with the device hasg re
duced police accidents by 25 per
annt —
with noviee modorjats,

“Bolore getting into a ear for the
flrst time, studonts can build up
Aome gkills, their decision-making
capabilitios, and confidencs,” she
anid, expinining that in regular dri-
ving school students get 25 hoiirs of

Imagine what it could da”
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David Maxwell sits behind the whee! of a driving simulstor,
Thursday, while vigiting the DriveWise Instruction facllity in Barrie.
Designed to train both new and experienced drivers, the simulator

Is the first of Its kind in Cannda.

in-class tradning nnd 10 hours of in
ear priei e

Dirlvn'Wise has |h!1'ml!d-lﬂ-1'.| from
the Minlstry of Transportation to
bt vsand s a teaching devies during
the 25 hours of in-class time,

“&o, students esseniially get 16
hours of deiving time,” de He-
pentigny sald, adding studies show
people better retain skills they prac-
tise as opposed to ones they learn
about throweh lectunes,

With the safe environment of the
simulator, students learn how to
cope wlth almost any stenario they
encounter while driving, said de Re-
pontigne With only 10 hours of in
car praciise driving schools
generally offer, ir is unlikely stu-
dents would come peross thal range
of sifuathons, she said

“They ean lenrn how to drive In.
winier wenther oven I they talko
e eovrse in the summers"” she anid.

Thin 1,500 poringd simulntor sits in
the corner of the DriveWise offics
ol E37 Mapleview Dir, Eaai,

The machine looks like a large
video gume, bt Rubino and de Re.
pentigny soy the almulator is no
joke.

Thres wide screens depicting the
roadway envelope o realistic dagh-
board, console and driver's seat,
The: frant Screen has a rear viow s
well. Robino says from the drivers
peal, 1% tough fo tell you're nel on
the highway

“When you're immersed In the
situntion, vour mdrenaline starts po.
ing, your hesr! palpifates,” said de
Repentipny
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